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Outback vehicles sold in the last 10 years still on the road today, more than Honda or Toyota brands.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2020 as of December 2020. 
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OUR LAVENDER | FROM THE EDITOR 


Pride Season Starts Here! 


BY RANDY STERN | PHOTO BY RANDY STERN 


When you travel across this state and be- 
yond its borders, do you seek out their LGBTQ 
community? 

When you do, will you find that communi- 
ty's Daffyd Thomas? 

If you have not watched the television 
show, Little Britain, then you have not been ac- 
quainted with what he would call himself only 
LGBTQ person in a small Welsh mining town, 
portrayed by the absolutely funny Matt Lucas. 
Daffyd celebrates himself even if there is an- 
other LGBTQ person in his presence. 

Over the years, smaller communities across 
Minnesota and along the state line have been 
celebrating LGBTQ Pride in their own back- 
yards. From La Crosse to Fargo, Fort Frances 
to Sioux Falls, our community comes together 
in celebration of ourselves and our culture. 

These celebrations also happen within the 
Twin Cities. These communities, including 
Columbia Heights, West St. Paul, and Bloom- 
ington, also roll out the rainbow carpet for us 


to connect in a community level by bringing 
neighbors together in celebration. 

If you have not been to any of these smaller 
Pride celebrations, it is worth attending! I have 
been to several of these celebrations across 
our region, including Pine City, Duluth-Supe- 
rior, Rochester, Mankato, Fargo-Moorhead, La 
Crosse, Brainerd, Golden Valley, and Columbia 
Heights. 

There's a lot more to explore this year. I'll 
make it my goal to try to head to one that I have 
never attended before. Simply because they're 
fun to attend! And, you'll never know who you'll 
run into there! 

These smaller LGBTQ Pride celebrations 
feel more localized and concentrated than 
a larger celebration at a major city. You get a 
great sense of how they celebrate the LGBTQ 
community within the confines of their city. In 
turn, you experience smaller crowds and meet 
new faces. Even, new places to explore! 

That is why we compiled some up-to-date in- 


formation on these smaller Pride celebrations 
by giving you the where, the when, and what to 
do when you are in attendance. It may be just a 
great weekend getaway or a day trip for you to 
partake in the fun! 

This year, plan a visit to one of these Pride 
celebrations we listed in this issue. Experi- 
ence something new to expand your LGBTQ 
horizons, add more people to your friendship 
circle, and fly your colors high and proud! 

I might even see you there! I 
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Pride Is A Many-Venued Thing 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


Pride's not all about gigantic floats and pa- 
rades but can blossom in small towns as well. 

After the Stonewall uprising of June 28, 1969, 
in anniversary was celebrated by gay pride 
marches in Chicago, Los Angeles, New York, and 
San Francisco. 

Over the years, the Twin City crowds swelled 
from a first 50 at Nicollet Mall in 1972 to 400,000 
and more, while smaller, more rural areas were 
starting to develop their own Pride celebrations 
that offer more locations and a selection of dates 
allowing many without the means to travel, to 
take off work or afford weekend lodging share in 
the celebrations and raise their voices to Say Gay 
loudly and proudly. 

Here are several of this year's venues: 

EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA PRIDE 

Pride in the Park, the ECMP's 17th, on June 
4, Noon to 5 PM at Robinson Park, Town Square, 
Pine City. Billed as "Minnesota's Small-Town LG- 
BTQ- Pride” this year's theme is “Growing in 
Pride," featuring Host Martina Marraccino, New 
Salty Dog, and Mark Joseph & The American 
Soul. 


' They're still welcoming help in planning 
and information is available on www.EastCen- 
tralMinnesotaPride.org and  eastcentralminne- 
sotaprideQ gmail.com and vendor coordinator at 
beigeville2012 gmail.com. Their poster is bor- 
dered with the names of some 40 participating 
towns, including Askov, Finlayson, Isanti, Ogilvie, 
Quamba, Sturgeon Lake, and Wyoming. 
BEMIDJI PRIDE 
Saturday, August 27 * RailRiverFolkSchool 303 
Railroad Street SW, Bemidji 56601 — check for de- 
tails Bemidji’s Annual LGBTQS2+ Pride Festival 


DULUTH-SUPERIOR PRIDE FESTIVAL 

On September 1-4 the 36th year of Pride in the 
Twin Ports offers boat- and trainloads of events 
from the Mayor's opening reception on Thursday 
the 1st and culminating on the 4th with a grand 
parade along Tower Avenue in Superior, followed 
by the Foo Foo Choo Choo (must be 21) three- 
hour train ride on the North Shore Scenic Rail- 
road 3:30-6:30 PM. Go to duluthsuperiorpride. 
com for particulars and prices. 

Duluth-Superior obviously doesn't fall under 
"Small Town Pride," but the port towns offer 


unique ways to disport in an area more accessible 
to many disporters. 
ST. CLOUD PRIDE IN THE PARK 

St. Cloud's 13th annual, family friendly event 
features local food vendors, friendship, and fun 
September 11th - 18th. Pride Parade kicks off the 
week on Sunday at 2PM in Downtown St. Cloud. 
Check online for entry rules and regulations, 
deadlines, fees per float, times, map, and other 
details at info@stcpride.org. Parade will start at 
Convention Center Lot, 10 4th Ave S. 

It takes a tremendous amount of planning, 
strategizing, logistics, and just plain elbow grease 
to make a wonderful weekend or week look like 
a mere snap of the fingers. Help is welcome, and 
you can offer assistance at many levels. Don't 
hesitate to contact the venue of your choice and 
see what's needed. Then join in at the venue that 
fits your schedule and Say Gay! ll 


NOTE: It's a good plan to check your preferred 
venue from time to time, hours and activities 
change, so be sure you keep up to date. 
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Deep In The Heart of Lubbock 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR | PHOTOS BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


If what happens in Texas stays in Texas, you'd never hear a thing about Lubbock. And that 
would be a crying shame. You'd never know that this happening city, rising from the state's north- 
west flatlands, harbors a must-see cache of open-air, public art; offers you-are-there lessons in 
ranching history; boasts world-class wineries; supports a bleeding-edge food scene; and flaunts a 
musical heritage born of its most famous homeboy. 

His name—all together now—is Buddy Holly. The rock legend was born here in 1936, and the 
story of his rise to fame is told via films and artifacts in the Buddy Holly Museum, where you'll 
find his guitar and his boyhood collection of 45 rpms. It's here in Lubbock he opened for Elvis 
in 1955. Line up for a photo beside his trademark black specs, larger than life on the front lawn. 

These days, he's also honored at the brand-new Buddy Holly Hall, hosting Broadway shows, 
ballet, theater and music in a state-of-the-art auditorium which even cranky Bob Dylan praised, 
and “Hamilton” will soon launch a two-week run. 

Cutting-edge public art rules in Lubbock, too. On the Texas-sized campus of Texas Tech, over 
100 site-specific commissioned outdoor pieces invite visitors to get up-close and personal. Tour 
this forward collection with a guide and golf cart or via a downloaded app. (Yes, that’s a Deborah 
Butterfield horse, twin to the one in the Walker’s Sculpture Garden.) 

Across town at the Charles Adams Studio Project, a live/work space for print and metal artists, 
peep into galleries, where voyeurs are welcome. As Director Chad Plunkett declares, “Lubbock’s 
art scene is a hidden gem with no reason to stay hidden.” 

That welcome extends to the National Ranching Heritage Museum, where trolley tours or DIY 
strolls lead history aficionados through 19 acres lodging 55 historic Texas structures repositioned 
here, starting with a stucco building circa 1780. “Ranching is national,” explains our guide, “but 
it started here in Texas, where we're sitting on the largest flatlands in the U.S.” Flatlands that 
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are dry and rocky as a moonscape—no wood, no water. “But, thanks 
to windmills, folks could settle here, after the Comanches were driven 
out." Ogle a ranch cabin of 1838, a half dugout ("that's how you started 
out on your bare land"), a 1855 dogtrot log house, built in two sections 
separated by a breezeway to forestall a kitchen fire. Peer at chinked logs 
full of bullet holes, where invading snakes were shot. 

For native dwellings of a different sort—and a pure-fun photo op— 
head to Prairie Dog Village to watch the wild critters stand like sentinels 
atop their tunnels. 

Those vast, dry, rocky plains turned out to be just fine for growing 
grapes, as pioneers like Kim McPherson demonstrate. "The wine busi- 
ness in Texas was started here in 1968 by my dad when a friend from 
afar, clearing his property, asked him, ‘Want these vines?" McPherson 
Cellars, the winery he vine launched, is where Kim now bottles a stellar 
Portuguese-style Albarino (“that grape loves the hot, dry climate”), a 
Viogner blend, and his flagship Sangiovese—all Old World-style wines 
that allow the grapes to shine sans over-oaking. 

Another winery proving that “Texas wines” is not an oxymoron is 
Llano Estacado, again showcasing grapes from the high desert in its gor- 
geous tasting room. “Rhone-type wines do well here, instructs its wine- 
maker as he pours samples of Sauvignon Blanc, Rousanne, Sangiovese 
and his flagship Treviano, a Cabernet and Sangiovese blend. 

Lubbock’s beer scene is equally robust these days. Brewery LBK is 
where winemaker Sally (from Crookston, Minnesota!) pours us a classy 
IPA, a German-style kolsch, and the brewery’s best-seller Unplugged As- 
tronaut, a stellar hard lemonade. 

New kid on the block, Auld Brewing Company, opened to the kind 
of generous community support that’s the signature of Lubbock. “Here, 
we're most proud of our Linde Lager,” says brewer Ray Auld: “It’s the 
backbone of the brewery.” 

After a pint, how about a cuppa? Complimentary tea is offered next 
door at the city’s newest bookstore, Wild Lark, in a sunny setting just 
made for browsing. 

Best for last: Lubbock’s red-hot dining scene. After a bite or two, 
you'll be able to brag of future James Beard Award winners that you got 
to know way back when. Actually, chef Finn Walter’s already taken home 
that prize for his work at The Nicollet. Dine alfresco in his kitchen’s airy 
greenhouse on a menu that salutes the high plains. Start with peekytoe 
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Pies for breakfast at 
Cast Iron Grill. 


Buddy Holly's statue 
- in his hometown of 


“Lubbock Texas. 


crab atop a carpaccio of cactus and pears or elk tartare scented with juni- 
per. Continue with a mélange of hominy, chilies and peppers in chicken 
stock or agnolotti with cauliflower and sherry in a cheddary cream. Pro- 
ceed to beef cheek ‘brisket’ with truffle and cheesy potatoes or oxtail 
with black mint, pine nuts, and pistachios. 

Chef Cameron West raises the bar at West, where his don’t-miss din- 
ner menu leads off with an order of crab hushpuppies and another of 
goat cheese croquettes bathed in jalapeno-berry jam. Continue with the 
elite bone marrow or grilled Bobwhite quail. If you’re still upright, gradu- 
ate, as I did, to the rack of lamb given a Grecian twist with pairings of an 
orzo-feta toss and tzatziki-apricot glaze. Most popular at our table: his 
Crying Tiger bistro steak in Thai marinade with basil fried rice. And, 
hey! Sopapillas for dessert! 

Next, snare a flight of Spanish tapas at La Diosa Cellars, sporting 
wild Frida murals on the walls of its magical setting and a menu that 
leaps from flash-fried peppers showered with feta to onion- and jalapeno- 
boosted meatballs; from smoked salmon croquettes to pork belly with 
tequila-mango glaze. 

Time for something Granny might recognize? Something more tradi- 
tionally Texan? Ellie Mae’s BBQ (voted #8 among all Texas BBQ joints) 
fills the bill with her best-selling brisket. “In Texas, it’s all about the meat, 
and beef is the biggest thing”—-well, next to her showcase of homemade 
pies, starting with an ethereal lemon meringue and seguing to straw- 
berry, key lime and, oh! Banana pudding! 

It’s chicken you crave? Then Dirk’s is the answer for fried. Korean- 
style. Nashville hot—you name it. Sitting at the next table were what ap- 
peared to be Lubbock’s entire fire department, keeping up their strength 
at mid-day through the artistry of Chef Cameron West (of fancier West, 
above). 

This is not a town where's it’s wise (or legal) to skip breakfast. Head 
to Sugar Brown's for jalapeno kolaches. Don't miss the Iron Grill for a 
down-home diner breakfast (biscuits and gravy to huevos rancheros) 
served by lasses in minimal jean shorts and cowboy boots. Its Faith 
Room honors Jesus and his (hitherto undocumented) devotion to eggs 
over easy. 

Can't wait? That's what airplanes are for. E 


GAY BARS 

OHM Nightclub and Bar—Lubbock's newest gay dance club 
Club Pink—dine-in too 

Kong's—dance club with happy hour specials 
Chuy’s—Tex-Mex specialties shine here 

Pride: 2022 will be Lubbock's 10th 
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OUR SCENE | PRIDE CALENDAR 


Calendar of 
Regional and 
Small Town Prides 


MAY 21, 2022 

ROCHESTER PRIDE 

Soldiers Memorial Field Park, Rochester, MN 
12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 

www.rochmnpride.org 


JUNE 2 - 4, 2022 

PRIDEFEST 

Henry Meier Festival Park, Milwaukee, WI 
www.facebook.com/mkepride 


JUNE 4, 2022 

EAST CENTRAL MN PRIDE 
Robinson Park, Pine City, MN 

12:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
www.eastcentralminnesotapride.org 


JUNE 5, 2022 

NORTHFIELD PRIDE IN THE PARK 
Central Park, Northfield, MN 

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
www.mynpl.libcal.com/event/7734141 


JUNE 10-12, 2022 

LAKE PEPIN PRIDE 
Stockholm, WI 

11:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
www.facebook.com/lakepepinpride 


JUNE 10-12, 2022 

CAPITAL CITY PRIDE 

Des Moines, IA 

www.facebook.com/ CapitalCityPridelowa 


JUNE 11, 2022 

HASTINGS PRIDE 

Jaycee Park, Hastings, MN 

11:00 AM - 10:00 PM 
www.ideaorganization.org/upcoming-events 


JUNE 11, 2022 

EAU CLAIRE PRIDE 
Phoenix Park, Eau Claire, WI 
11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
www.cvlgbt.org/pride 


JUNE 11, 2022 

BORDERLAND PRIDE 

Rainy Lake Square, Fort Frances, ON 
www.facebook.com/BorderlandPride 


JUNE 17-19, 2022 

BRAINERD LAKES PRIDE 
Gregory Park, Brainerd, MN 
www.facebook.com/brainerdlakespride 
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JUNE 18, 2022 

SIOUX FALLS PRIDE 

8th & Railroad Center, Sioux Falls, SD 
11:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
www.facebook.com/SiouxFallsPride 


JUNE 18, 2022 

IOWA CITY PRIDE 

Iowa City, IA 
www.facebook.com/iowacitypride 


JUNE 23-26, 2022 

FERGUS PRIDE 

Fergus Brewing Co. and Pebble Lake Beach, 
Fergus Falls, MN 
www.facebook.com/FergusFallsSAGA 


JUNE 25-26, 2022 

TWIN CITIES PRIDE 
Loring Park, Minneapolis, MN 
www.tcpride.org 


JULY 9, 2022 

WEST ST. PAUL PRIDE 

West Saint Paul Sports Complex, St. Paul, MN 
11:00 AM 

www.facebook.com/wsppride 


JULY 9, 2022 

CEDAR RAPIDS PRIDE 

NewBo City Market, Cedar Rapids, IA 
11:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
www.crprideia.com/festival 


AUGUST 11 - 14, 2022 
FARGO-MOORHEAD PRIDE 
Fargo, ND/Moorhead, MN 
www.fmpride.com 

marketing @fmpride.com 


AUGUST 13, 2022 
BLOOMINGTON PRIDE 
Civic Plaza East Lawn, Bloomington, MN 


AUGUST 18-21, 2022 

TWIN CITIES BLACK PRIDE 2022 FESTIVAL 
Minneapolis, MN 

www.mnpocpride.org 


AUGUST 21, 2022 

OUTREACH MAGIC PRIDE FESTIVAL 
Warner Park, Madison, WI 
www.outreachmadisonlgbt.org/events 


Photo courtesy of 
BigStock /natatravel 


AUGUST 26 - 27, 2022 

CEDAR VALLEY PRIDE 

West 4th Street, Waterloo, IA 

FRI 5:30 PM- 12:00 AM; SAT 12:00 PM - 12:00 AM 


www.facebook.com/cedarvalleypride 


AUGUST 27, 2022 

BEMIDJI PRIDE 

Rail River Folk School, Bemidji, MN 
www.facebook.com/BemidjiPride 


SEPTEMBER 1-4, 2022 

DULUTH SUPERIOR PRIDE 
Bayfront Park, Duluth, MN 

SAT: 11:00 AM 

Parade on Tower Avenue, Superior, WI 
SUN: 12:00 PM 


www.duluthsuperiorpride.com 


SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 

LA CROSSE PRIDE 

Riverside Park, La Crosse, WI 
11:00 AM-6:00 PM 
www.facebook.com/lacrosse.pride 


SEPTEMBER 10, 2022 

SOUTH CENTRAL MINNESOTA PRIDE 
Parade down Riverfront Dr., Festival at Riverfront 
Park, Mankato, MN 
www.facebook.com/scmnpride 


SEPTEMBER 11-18, 2022 

ST. CLOUD PRIDE 

Festival (9/17): Lake George/Eastman Park, St. 
Cloud, MN 

11:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

Parade (9/18): Downtown 

2:00 PM 


www.stcpride.org 


OCTOBER 2, 2022 

COLUMBIA HEIGHTS PRIDE 

Sullivan Lake Park, Columbia Heights, MN 
www.facebook.com/cohipride ll 


TWIN CITIES 400 TAVERN 


Come check out our 
dog-friendly patio in NE Mpls 


We offer happy hour 
from 3-6pm every Tuesday-Saturday. 


We have 19 local craft drafts on tap, so you can't go wrong 
withstopping by for a cold local beer at work. 


On all Summer Saturdays, we now offer bottomless 
mimosas for $15 and a Build-Your-Own-Bloody bar 
starting at $8 from 11a-3p. 


1330 Industrial Blvd NE, Ste 400, Minneapolis 
612.455.6311 
www.te400tavern.com 


Make sure your business, organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 2023 
PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota's annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, 
Organizations and Wedding Resources. 


Deadline: December 7, 2022 
Published: December 29, 2022 


MALAM 


Call 612-436-4660 nareserve your space today. 
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OUR SCENE | COVER FEATURE 


For this Small Town Pride issue of Lavender, I got the chance to in- 
terview Mayor Amáda Márquez Simula on what to expect for the 2022 
Pride celebration in her city of Columbia Heights. The Mayor has been 
an integral part of the Columbia Heights Pride organization since its first 
inception. It was through her work as a community organizer that she 
first heard the suggestion of doing a Pride festival for the city. While the 
initial reaction from the government was unsupportive, the outcry from 
the community cemented her resolve. 

"The rest of the council, the city- the support just came from every- 
where," Márquez Simula said. Columbia Heights held its first Pride cel- 
ebration in 2019 to great success and continued in 2020 with a virtual 
event. This year, like last year, will be in person, and there will be plenty 
to look forward to. One important thing to remember though- this festi- 
val will be held in October. 

“We had talked about doing it in June,” the Mayor reflects, “But all of 
our volunteers would want to go to Twin Cities Pride. So, we don't want 
to compete with that. We also really enjoyed having it in the fall- you 
know summer can get so busy, people are traveling...and the only week- 
end that worked between all of the volunteers being able to be there 
ended up being October! But we loved it." The later date also gives the 
chance for the local high school's Gay/Straight Alliance to get involved. 
"That's important to us- we're trying to be inclusive to all ages." 

So, what can be expected of the event this year? Well, much is still in 
the planning stages, but past Prides (held in Sullivan Lake Park) have 
included food trucks, local vendors, face painting, live entertainment, 
and the "Pride of Homes' Tour, where Columbia Heights residents are 
encouraged to create outdoor lawn exhibits in recognition of Pride! 

The event itself is organized by Heights Next, a non-profit organiza- 
tion that Márquez Simula helped create. 

"Height's Next mission is to promote sustainability and community 
building." She tells me, *And we truly see that- having the neighborhood 
support us, the local church, to provide that parking is huge." 

She also shared her experience with the police. 

"The police understand that it hasn't been the best...there hasn't 
been the best relationship with police and the LGBTQ community in the 
past. In Columbia Heights I feel like it's a very good relationship but 
people visiting this might not know that." 
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Márquez Simula has been in conversation with the police even prior 
to her position as Mayor and says that the understanding is clear that 
while their overt presence might not be welcomed at Pride, they are 
ready and on hand should they be called upon. "That's been really help- 
ful," She adds, "The city is very respectful of the community and the 
history that there has been before and wanting to make sure they are 
appropriate." 

'The mayor also wanted to highlight the family-friendly nature of the 
event. 

"There's other Pride festivals that are more for adults. And this one 
we really wanted to be like a daytime fun festival, for families. And the 
turnout we have seen has just been so heartwarming." 

Mayor Márquez Simula's commitment to the public really shone 
through in our conversation, as she spoke passionately on her allyship 
to the queer community. Progress cannot be made without passionate 
public officials like her, and I’m sure all those who get the chance to 
experience Columbia Heights Pride will be able to see that passion on 
full display. E 


ROOSTERS 


MEN'S GROOMING CENTER 


"M 
2 il MILLENNIUM 


SERVICE PROVIDED 
- Precision Haircuts 

- Color Treatments 

- Gift Cards Available 


THE ART AND SCIENCE OF PURE FLOWER AND PLANT ESSENCES 


1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 = Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: 
ff facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE CLASSIC AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


Reproductive Medicine and 
Infertility Associates 


PROUD TO SUPPORT 


Family Building 


in the LGBTQ Community 


Learn More About Our Services at ayy, ( ^ 
www.rmia.com RM IA 
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Bloomington Pride 


BY RANDY STERN 


Bloomington had been home to two major sports venues, both 
of which had been removed for the state's number one destination — 
Mall of America. 

However, the city also hosts their own Pride celebration. In fact, 
this will be their second Bloomington Pride Celebration. This cel- 
ebration will take place on Saturday, August 13th at Civic Plaza East 
Lawn (1800 W. Old Shakopee Road). 


This Pride is unique because it is put on by the City of Bloom- 
ington, Expect a festive, civic atmosphere on the lawn in front of the 
Bloomington Center For The Arts. 

After the Pride Celebration, Bloomington offers a whole host of 
places to eat within a mile from Civic Plaza. Along 98thAvenue and 
Lyndale Avenue, you have lots of choice for a post-Pride meal. 

However, Bloomington is best known for the Mall of America. 
With a future expansion coming in the next few years, you can still 
enjoy exceptional shopping, dining, and entertainment that still at- 
tracts millions to this 30-year-old mall. 

The city also has an exceptional park system to unwind after the 
Pride Celebration. In West Bloomington, Hyland Hills, Bush Lake, 
and Anderson Lakes offers a multitude of year-round activities across 
its 2,611-plus acres of parkland. 

Because of the Pride Celebration's location, out-oftowners can 
stay nearby at hotel clusters around the Mall of America/Minneap- 
olis-St. Paul International Airport, the West Bloomington/Edina area 
and down in Burnsville across from the Minnesota River. 

If you're looking for an LGBTQ Pride just minutes away from your 
Twin Cities home, come to Bloomington on August 13th! E 
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Borderland Pride 


BY RANDY STERN 


Like many Pride celebrations across North America, Borderland 
Pride stood dormant for LGBTQ people in International Falls, Minne- 
sota and Fort Frances, Ontario due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

However, the organizers up by the U.S.A.-Canada border are ready 
to welcome their LGBTQ neighbors for a celebration. Part of this cel- 
ebration will be a free concert by Canadian music sensation Choir! 
Choir! Choir! at Rainy Lake Square in Fort Frances on Saturday, June 
11. The concert will start after the Pride march. Tickets will be re- 
quired for the concert. 

International Falls and Fort Frances are separated by the Rainy 
River and a single bridge as its international crossing. Nearby Rainy 
Lake and Voyageurs National Park provide opportunities for outdoor 
activities on land and in the water within minutes of both cities. On the 
American. and Canadian side of the border, both communities offer a 
relaxed atmosphere for everyone to enjoy. 

Out of town visitors may find plenty of lodging in and around both 
cities. They range from motels to lodges and cabins. Summer is one of 
the region's high seasons, so check for rates before you go. 

Before you go, check both the American Department of Home- 


land Security (www.dhs.gov) and the Canada Border Services Agency 
(www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca) for the latest border crossing information re- 
gards to documents and COVID-19 measures and requirements. 

This is one of the most unique LGBTQ Pride events on our conti- 
nent. With two countries celebrating together, it seems you can have 
double the fun! Plus, add a true north outdoors adventure on top of 
celebrating our community! E 


MN license #CR001050 


Mpls: 612-424-5179 
St Paul: 651-237-5274 


Siding - Windows 
Roof Repair - Gutters 
FREE Hail Damage 
Assessment 


S " INSTAGRAM 
torm Damage Restoration @tLowryHillLiquors @LakesideWines 


Specializing in TWITTER 
Insurance Claims @LowryHillLiquor @LakesideWines 


FACEBOOK 
zz Master @LowryHillLiquors @LakesideWineSpirits 


VISIT US IN-STORE 
OR CALL AHEAD 
FOR CURBSIDE 

PICK-UP & DELIVERY 


Learn more about our work 
supporting rural LGBTO+ | 

eople and communities at PF UND 
pfundfoundation.org 


FOUNDATION 
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Brainerd Lakes Pride 


BY RANDY STERN 


Our community can be found in various places across Minnesota. 
One of them is in the city of Brainerd and its nearby lakes. 

Brainerd Lakes Pride kicks off their celebration on Friday night, 
June 17, with a dance party in downtown Brainerd. The next day, join 
the community for a family picnic at Gregory Park in Brainerd. The 
festivities will end with a Drag Brunch on Sunday at a location to be 
announced closer to their Pride weekend. 

Brainerd and the nearby lakes offer great recreational opportuni- 
ties. You can stay in Brainerd and Baxter to get closer to the commu- 
nity, but you can also head further north for some peace, quiet and 
spectacular landscape. After all, it is called Minnesota's Playground. 

If you want to enjoy this playground, check out Gull Lake. It offers 
great boating and water-based activities from fishing to just reflecting 
on your Pride. Plus, Gull Lake is not the only body of water that is min- 
utes from Gregory Park. The mighty Mississippi River flows through 
the region, too! 

Gregory Park is just a couple of blocks off Washington Street — 
Brainerd's main street. There are plenty of places to eat along that 
street. You can also head towards Baxter along Minnesota Highway 
371 for more dining options. 

The small-town atmosphere of Brainerd is worthy of your getaway. 
It is a great hub for a community that stretches across Crow Wing 
County. The community is also full of energy, including its youthful 
residents. Put it on your map this year! E 
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Duluth-Superior Pride 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


The city of Duluth is named after Daniel Greysolon, Sieur du Lhut, 


one of Europe's most accomplished explorers, and the city, along her 
Twin Port twin, Superior, Wisconsin, honor the legacy of that title to 
this day...not by exploring the surrounding water and woods, but by 
exploring the wide variety of people who live there. 


Photo by Randy Stern 


The 36th annual Duluth-Superior Pride Festival will take place at 
its traditional time, Labor Day weekend—this year, that's September 
1 though 4. Pride kicks off with the Mayor's Reception at the Duluth 
Depot at 5p on Thursday, September 1. That event includes live mu- 
sic, snacks, beverages—soft and not-so-soft—and a presentation to 
honor heroes of the local queer community. 

The festival begins at 11:00 AM, Saturday, September 3, at Bay- 
front Festival Park. Here the northern Pride-goer will encounter 
beer tents and food trucks, merchandise exhibitors and merchandise 
vendors, along with the information booths that conduct the vital 
work of matching people with places. Bayfront Festival Park pro- 
vides a main stage for Pride and the main stage provides a full day of 
entertainment, as well. 

A particular source of local Pride is this festival’s family-friendly 
nature—in support of that nature, activities for children and par- 
ents—the technical term is “fun and games," apparently-are easy to 
find. 

The culminating tradition, the Pride parade will begin at high 
noon on Sunday, September 4th, “all along" Tower Avenue in Supe- 
rior, an exploration of the city and its people that will do the Sieur du 
Lhut's memory proud. 

www.duluthsuperiorpride.com li 
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Refresh your memory in Superior 
and Douglas County, Wisconsin! 
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Great Lodging Rates! | 800-942-5313 


Eau Claire Pride 


BY MAE WHITNEY 


Eau Claire's 2022 Pride is hosted by Chippewa Valley LGBTQ+ 
Community Center and being help in Phoenix Park. This year's theme 
is “Renew,” with the title in mind the organizers say the goal is to “re- 
flect not only our hope that we can start to grow and thrive after the 
challenges of the last few years, but to celebrate the hard work and 
passion of so many who have nurtured our organization and given us 
the rich environment where we can reach for the sky." The artwork for 
this year's logo was created by local artist, Matthias Klein. 

The celebration kicks off on June 11th and goes from 11AM to 
4PM. The day is full of activities for attendees of any age. Live musi- 
cal performances, fitness classes, a children's book reading, and even 
more are all open to the public. Don't forget to check out the afternoon 
drag show at 3:15PM! 

Chippewa Valley LGBTQ+ Community Center not only organizes 
Eau Claire Pride but also provides services and has created “educa- 
tional programs that promote well-being and unity” for local residents. 
They work to “achieve a Chippewa Valley whose LGBTQ+ Community 
is safe, accepted, respected, and protected” Consider attending this 
year’s Pride or donating to support their cause! To learn more about 
events, activities, vendors, and announcements for Pride in Eau Claire 
go to www.cvlgbt.org/pride2022. E 
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Health Food Stores And More 


€HISQGO CITY 
NORTH BRANCIHI 


FIND SUPPORT AND 
CONNECT RIGHT AT HOME 


EAST CENTRAL MEN'S CIRCLE 


A social and support group of Gay, Bi, and Questioning Men 
of Pine, Isanti, Chisago, Kanabec and Mille Lacs Counties 
For More Info, email Don748@msn.com 
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EAST CENTRAL MINNESOTA PFLAG 
Parents, friends, families and allies - 
united with the LGBTQ + people 
of East Central Minnesota 


www.ECMNPFLAG.org 


STEP INTO MEXICOI 
Come lor the food, stay for the ambience. 


» Family owned & operated 


* Generations of family recipes tested 
over time 


e A distinctive taste that originates in 
Jalisco, Mexico, home of Don Julio! 


Six Locations: 
- [IFORIESTILGIKIE .« ILIINOIL@IKIES 


- PINECITY - WIHITEBE@RLG@KE 
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BUY A DRINK. MAKE A CONNECTION. HAVE FUN. 


LAVENDER’S 2022 SUMMER OF PRIDE 
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1300 Nicollet Mall, 
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e Visit Our Featured Business & Organization Vendors 


* Register to win one of 100 gift bags containing swag and 
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e Join us for the annual kickoff to the 2022 Pride season 
and summer! 
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Fargo-Moorhead Pride 


BY CONLAN CARTER 


Fargo-Moorhead Pride 2022 runs from August 11th-14th. The 
schedule of events start off with the LGBTQ Trivia & Karaoke event, 
to be held on Thursday, August 11th at Rhombus Guys (606 Main 
Ave., Fargo, ND) from 8pm-2am. The place will be for ages 21 and 
over fropm 9:00 PM that evening. Also that evening will be the Family 
Skate Night at Skate City (3302 Interstate Blvd. S., Fargo, ND) and the 
Pride Vinyl Night being held at the Front Street Taproom (614 Main 
Ave., Fargo, ND). 

On Friday, August 12, there will be the Youth Pride event, along 
with the Pride Dance Party at the Avalon Event Center (2525 9th Ave. 
S., Fargo, ND). More information is coming on Youth Pride. 

Saturday's events start at Island Park (302 7th St. S, Fargo, ND) 
with Pride at the Park that runs from 11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. That eve- 
ning, the Pride Block Party kicks off at the Fargo Brewing Company 
(610 N. University Dr., Fargo, ND) starting at 8:30 PM. 

Before the parade starts in downtown Fargo, an Interfaith Service 
will be held at 12:30 PM at the Fargo Theatre downtown. Then, the 
parade marches down into downtown Fargo closing with a Post-Parade 
Celebration at Broadway Square. 

Fargo-Moorhead Pride promises a jam-packed Pride weekend with 
events for all ages. Not to mention, enjoying the best Fargo and Moor- 
head has to offer — including all of the locations listed for these events. 

For more information on all of these events, please visit www.fmpride. 
com. Ii 
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Fergus Falls Pride 


BY RANDY STERN 


Just in time for the city’s 150th Anniversary, Fergus Falls and 
SAGA Youth (Sexuality and Gender Alliance) will be celebrating its 
Pride celebration June 23rd to the 26th. 

Activities begin on the 23rd with local businesses open until 8:00 
PM for a special fundraising campaign. At certain businesses, a per- 
centage of the sales with benefit SAGA Youth. You can expect some 
food and live music — all of which has not been announced at this 
time. 


On Friday, Peney Cakes will have some Pride-themed cupcakes 
and brownies available at the Fergus Brewing Co. from 6:00 PM to 
9:00 PM. That is followed by the Fergus Pride Disco Fever dance at 
Fergus Brewing Co, from 7:00 Pm to 11:00 PM. 

On Saturday, join in on the Fergus Pride Story Hour at the Fer- 
gus Falls Public Library starting at 10:00 AM. They will have coffee, 
donuts, juice and bagels, courtesy of Caribou Coffee. That evening, 
there will be a Drag Show at the Dinning Car #423/Steel Wheels 
starting at 8:00 PM. 

Fergus Pride culminates with the Pride on the Beach Family Pic- 
nic at Pebble Lake Beach on Sunday from 12:00 PM to 4:00 PM. 

With a weekend full of activities, you probably want some wind- 
down time. Located near the source of the Mississippi River, Fergus 
Falls is a center for great recreational opportunities. With the Otter 
Trail Scenic Byway, you can enjoy great landscapes while taking the 
history and the beauty of this part of Minnesota. 

Why not spend the day in Fergus Falls and celebrate Pride? E 
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Golden Valley Pride 


BY CONLAN CARTER 


With an announcement made that Golden Valley Pride will not 
return to its normal park event at Brookview Park, there will be cause 
for celebration, nonetheless. 

"Celebration comes in many forms," says Christopher Robinson, 
Golden Valley Pride Festival Committee Chair, *and we're excited 
to spend this year reuniting with our community through smaller 
events all summer." 


GOLDEN VALLEY 
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In the meantime, the Golden Valley Pride team is looking for vol- 
unteers! These will be for the smaller schedule of events that they are 
looking to do throughout the summer. 

Golden Valley and the nearby communities has plenty of things 
to do. It is recommend to check out Mill Valley Market (Trailhead 
building, 1221 Theodore Wirth Pkwy., Golden Valley), Doolittle 
Woodfire Grill, (550 Winnetka Ave. N, Golden Valley) Outtakes Bar 
& Grill (2733 Winnetka Ave. N, New Hope), as well as the West End 
district (St. Louis Park) for dining and entertainment. There is great 
recreation to be had at Theodore Wirth Regional Park, ranging from 
golfing, gardens and trails to hike and bike along. 

Follow Golden Valley Pride on Facebook or Instagram and go to 
www.goldenvalleypride.com to stay posted on summer events. ll 
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Hastings Pride 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON 


Hastings Pride is on June 11th from 11:00 AM -10:00 PM. The cel- 
ebration kicks off at 11:00 AM with a parade through the heart of town. 
Starting at McNamara field, the parade will head north on Eddy Street 
ending at Jaycee Park. The festival at Jaycee Park is the second annual 
family friendly pride that includes drag shows, king shows, games, 
face painting and many other activities. At 8:00 PM the adults-only 
portion of Hastings Pride will begin with a Pride bar crawl. Several 
downtown bars will be participating. A list will be provided at the event 
complete with entertainment and a party at The Onion Grille restau- 
rant. Prior to the festival on June 9, there will be a pre-pride party at 
Spiral Brewery. 

IDEA Hastings is proud to report a large list of LGBTQ-friendly 
businesses, found on their website. These include the Black Dirt 
Theater and LuminTheater Lab, the Pleasant Hill Library, several 
wellness, lifestyle, salon and spa brands, as well as the Fireside Social 
House, Froth & Cork, Geek Haven Coffee, Hawk Meadow Winery, 
and The Onion Grille to name a few. 

Hastings Pride is hosted by the Inclusion, Diversity, & Equity Alli- 
ance of Hastings. IDEA Hastings is a local grassroots organization that 
is working with community, city and state officials to seek an end to 
the systemic barriers that perpetuate racism and improve inclusivity, 
diversity, and equality for BIPOC & LGBTQ- community members. I 
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La Crosse Pride 


BY MAE WHITNEY 


Lacrosse has been celebrating Pride for sixteen years and is being 
organized by 7 Rivers LGBTQ Connection also known as "The Center." 
The Center provides over a dozen family and youth centered programs 
for LGBTQ community members in La Crosse and surrounding areas. 

Pride begins in June with the Pride Family Picnic on Saturday, June 
11 at the Black River Beach Neighborhood Center in La Crosse. The 
picnic starts at 11:00 AM. A spokesperson for the event says “It is a 
time for family and friends to gather and show support for one another, 
while sharing food, games and socializing! This event is suitable for all 
ages and open to the public. Free food, beverages and loads of fun!" 

The Center's official pride week kicks off on September 10th at 
Riverside Park. The festival starts at 11:00 AM and runs until 6:00 PM. 
There you can find artists, merchants, vendors, and performances. A 
spokesperson from The Center states that there will be "free fun for 
the whole family! Vendors, community groups, kids activities, food and 
more! We are committed to safety and ask that people wear masks (we 
will have sanitation stations available for all).” 

The piéce de résistance of the whole week is undoubtedly So You 
Think You Can Drag, Join the party and support the cause! It is hap- 
pening on Friday, September 16th starting at 9:00 PM at the La Crosse 
Center. According The Center, *attendees must be at least 21 years old 
to enter. One of our biggest events of the year, and our biggest fund- 
raiser! Join LaCrosse's biggest and best drag show and drag competi- 
tion with our hostess, Allota Shots, along with some of the best drag 
queens out there!.” 

Organizers are still accepting vendor applications. You can find 
contact information and the latest on La Crosse pride on their website 
www.Triverslgbtq.org. 

www.Triverslgbtq.org/the-center-pride-week. E 
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Lake Pepin Pride 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


Last year, LGBTQ ally Jen Lindahl decided to create a happening 
that would bring every member of her 66-person, art-centric commu- 
nity together. A few phone calls, a few e-mails, lots of personal visits, 
and a fistful of pixie dust later, "the event came together in a matter of 
weeks and was a smashing success," according to the website of Lake 
Pepin Pride. Sure, it was small, but it also simply was, and by virtue of 
its mere was-ness, Lake Pepin Pride made history within the humble 
borders of Stockholm, Wisconsin. 


On Saturday, June 11, 2022, Lake Pepin Pride will re-make histo- 
ry. The first phase of this sequel is the free-of-charge, family-friendly 
"Celebration in the Park" which will put the camp in Stockholm Vil- 
lage Park Campground from 11a-3p. From 6p to 9p, a corresponding 
drag show will be presented just outside of Humble Moon Folkstead 
& Saloon...which might be the first time the notions of “drag show" 
and “humble” have appeared in the same sentence anywhere, ever. 

The three hour gap between the local Pride's two most obvious 
aspects will give the restless visitor time to check out shops in town, 
perhaps taking home a bit of lore in the form of pottery, jewelry, home 


décor, framed photographs, or even decorative metalwork from the 

one-of-kind shops and boutiques that pepper the small town streets. 

By doing so, said visitor is sure to gain an appreciation of why Stock- 

holm describes itself as a “Small Village with a Big heART." 
www.lakepepinpride.com. li 


N2030 Spring Street, Stockholm, WI 54769 | (715) 442-5505 


EB. Stockholm Pie 
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"Pie Heaven!" 
~NPR's Splendid Table 


aS 


“Best pie in WI, one-of 50 WB 
best in the US!" 
stingtable.com 


Stockholm Art Fair 


Saturday, July 16,2022 | 10-5 


Fine art, food & music at the village park 
on Lake Pepin in Stockholm, Wisconsin. 
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Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities-based full time 
Account Executive to our sales team. We are looking for an 
outgoing, organized, self-driven & motivated professional with 
excellent phone, writing and presentation skills. Candidates 
should enjoy working directly with clients who are interested in 
growing their business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 

Includes base pay + commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, life insurance 
and LTD. 

Applicants should have experience with Mac software 
environment, Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should exhibit an elevated 
level of organization, attention to detail, the ability to work as 
part of a team, effective communication, self direction, enjoys 
working with new people and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


(651) 376-8993. 
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CELEBRATION IN STOCKHOLM P. 
Stockholm, Wisconsin 


We're Far From Typical. 


Be 
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Be 
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Dining Saloon & Mercantile 
W12128 Hwy 35/Great River Road 
Stockholm, Wis. 
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DRAG EXTRAVAGAN 
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408 HENNEPIN AVE * MPLS, M e GAY9OS.COM * 612-333-7755 © /LakePepinPride 7 
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Northfield Pride 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON 


Northfield's second annual Pride in the Park will be celebrated on 
Saturday June 4, 2022 from 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM at Central Park. The 
event will be emceed by Sven Sundgaard and Robby McEachren. The 
entertainment line up starts with a Drag Story Hour with Old Man 
Zimmer and Sid Sity, followed by Pride Cardio with the Northfield 
YMCA. Then Representative Angie Craig will take to the stage to give 
afew remarks. Then the stage will be warmed up for the open runway 
with Mrs. Moxie, where all are welcome to strut their stuff onstage! 
More entertainment and activities are still to be determined. 


\\ 


Photo by Emily Lloyd 


In Northfield, the Cannon River, adjacent to downtown and near 
the park, has a riverwalk you can stroll, catch the breeze, pick up 
some soft-serve or a smoothie from The Blast. Tanzenwald Brewing 
Company features an all-gender restroom and two lovely patios. You 
can also stop at the charming LGBTQ-friendly independent Content 
Books and Toy store or the Bearded Mermaid a LGBTQ-friendly 
vintage store with primarily masculine-presenting clothing. There 
are also two LGBTQ-friendly coffee shops, Little Joy Coffee and The 
HideAway Coffeehouse and Wine Bar. The HideAway is offering 1096 
off your bill to Pride-goers who present a flier available at Pride in 
the Park. 

Northfield's Pride in the Park is hosted by the Northfield Public 
Library and has huge support from the community with participants 
including many local businesses and organizations. Stop by and say 
hello to folks from local schools, churches, youth and art organiza- 
tions as well as Plush Pup, Tandem Bagels, and Homebody MN, a 
trans-owned candle business. li 
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Rochester Pride 


BY ISAAC JOHNSON 


Rochester Pride will be held on Saturday May 21, 2022, from 12:00 
PM -5:00 PM at Soldiers Memorial Field Park in Rochester, Minnesota. 
There will be over 75 regional vendors to explore, educational pro- 
gramming for all ages, and collaborative art activities for youth. The 
musical entertainment lineup at the park includes Audrey Robinson, 
Suzy Plays Guitar, FABBAulous, Hair of the Dog, and Rebel Queens. 
The celebration will continue with a pride themed trivia event at Little 
Thistle Brewery from 6pm-8 pm and "pride after dark" at Glynner's 
Pub from 9pm-1 am. 

In Rochester you'll want to check out Taco JED, within walking dis- 
tance of Soldiers Memorial Field Park, Crave Rochester for the drag 
brunches, Fiddlehead Coffee for their Thirsty ThursGAYS, and Old 
Abe Coffee Co. for their full vegan menu. For art appreciators there 
is the Rochester Art Center, Art Heads Emporium, Treedome, and 
Threshold Arts offering exhibitions, classes, and shopping. There is 
also Gray Duck Theater & Coffeehouse, an independent movie theater 
and coffee shop with a history of hosting events to support Rochester 
Pride. 

Founded in 2019, Rochester Pride is a continuation of Rochester's 
Pridefest that began in 1998. This will be their second pride under the 
new organization. Rochester boasts of a substantial international popu- 
lation and Rochester Pride strives to provide pride events to “refashion 
the city" as a welcoming and inclusive place for everyone - LGBTQ, 
BIPOC, Trans and their allies. li 
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HOMEOWNERSHIP FAIR 


SATURDAY JUNE TITH | 9AM - 3PM 


WELLSTONE CENTER 179 ROBIE ST ST. PAUL, MN 55107 


The Twin Cities Diversity Homeownership Fair is dedicated to 
increasing opportunities for sustainable homeownership through 
meaningful connections, education and resources. 


The fair provides complimentary: 
Health and Wellness checks provided by MN 
CARE Community Care. 


FSI Soccer clinics provided by Sanneh Foundation 
SANNEH from 10-12 and 12:30-2:30PM. 


Child Care provided onsite by Living Word Childcare 
Center from 9AM-3PM. 


Homebuyer Breakout sessions each in English, Spanish & Hmong: 


10AM Credit 101 & Financial Literacy Fi registration. 
TIAM Find A Home * Mortgage Basics 
12PM Sustainable Homeownership 
12PM Credit 101 & Financial Literacy 
1PM Find A Home + Mortgage Basics 
2PM Sustainable Homeownership 
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Sioux Falls Pride 


BY MAE WHITNEY 


Sioux Falls Pride Month is packed with special events, activities, and 
performances through June. Rachel Polan, Marketing Director from 
Sioux Falls Pride, tells us that “We are particularly excited about the Two- 
Spirit Powwow hosted in partnership with South Dakota Urban Indian 
Health this year. That will be Thursday, June 16th in the evening.” She 
says that this year’s Pride is a celebration of the diverse voices in our local 
LGBTQA+ and Two-Spirit community." 

The main parade and following festival will be held Saturday June 18th. 
The parade starts at 10AM on 8th and Dakota in bustling Downtown Sioux 
Falls. The Railroad Center hosts the official festival begins at 11AM and 
ends at 5PM. You can expect performances from local drag stars, a family 
friendly atmosphere, and kids corner. For the 21+ crowd, don’t forget to 
check out the after party and beer garden! 

This year’s goal is to create a safe space for LGBTQ residents amidst 
a recent influx of targeted legislation in South Dakota. The events of Pride 
Month welcome everyone from the surrounding Sioux Falls community. 
There are over a dozen events June 11th through 19th. Between Caba- 
ret performances, axe throwing, bingo, drag bunch, and concerts, there 
is something for everyone. To learn more about upcoming Pride events 
and announcements in Sioux Falls go to www.siouxfallspride.org/pages/ 
events. li 
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South Central 
Minnesota Pride 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


When living in Minnesota’s Twin Cities, one of the gayest and 
gay-friendliest regions of North America, it's easy to forget that other 
parts of the world, the nation, and even the state, don't have it as good 
where tolerance is concerned. Many Greater Minnesota community 
members can feel like they have no community at all...which makes 
the work of South Central Minnesota Pride all the more important. 

SCMN Pride began operation in the year 2002, its mission "to 
promote visibility and pride in the lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen- 
der, and allied communities in south central Minnesota." The group 
eventually grew into a nonprofit group that serves the community 
year-round, promoting perpetual Pride and outreach: two recurrent 
manifestations include “Queers & Beers" and “Queers & Coffee,” 
mercifully non-simultaneous events that each invites local unicorns 
to “meet new people, make conversation, and help us build a better 
LGBTQ community.” 


SCMN Pride’s PrideFest is its oldest, largest community-builder, 
of course. In years past, its base of operation has been Riverfront 
Park—described in the city’s website as “one of the gems of the 
Mankato park system.” In years past, the PrideFest has taken place 
during the second weekend of September. As of press time, these 
particulars have not been worked out but can be found at SCMN 
Pride’s website as soon as they’re available. 

“You are not alone,” South Central Minnesota Pride reminds LG- 
BTQ individuals residing within the Lake State's warmest third, “and 
we're here to prove it!” 

www.scmnpride.org I 
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Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities based full 
time Account Executive to our sales team. We are looking for 
an outgoing, organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation skills. 
Candidates should enjoy working directly with clients who 
are interested in growing their business through Lavender T" 
advertising and event sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 1 b 


JOIN OUR 


TEAM 


Applicants should have experience with Mac software environment, Excel, Word, social media platforms & database 
software such as Filemaker Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of organization, attention to detail, the ability 
to work as part of a team, effective communication,self direction, enjoys working with new people and has a natural 
drive to grow. 


Includes base pay + commission and an employee benefits 
package that includes group health, dental, life insurance and LTD. ~ 


Please send your cover letter and resume to Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen. fochetord Blavendenmagezine com 
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St. Cloud Pride 


BY CONLAN CARTER 


St. Cloud Pride Week has it all, from Pride parades to drag shows 
for all ages! Join Pride-goers the third weekend of September for a 
colorful end to summer. This will run from September 11th-18th. 

The main event will be St. Cloud Pride in the Park, to be held 
on Saturday, September 17th at Lake George/Eastman Park from 
11:00 AM to 4:00 PM. Scheduled entertainers will include Mia Claire, 
Cannery Row, Adam Hammer, and Oh So Easy. Plus, the festival will 
have some special events, including a Puppy Parade Fundraiser for 
Tri-County Humane Society, Artist Show Case Booth. Expect plenty 
of local food vendors, such as Trickster Tacos, Smokin Js BBQ, Ma- 
rio's Italian Food Truck, Michele's Cookies, Living the Dream, and 
Tinacakes. 


f 


On Sunday, September 11, the Pride Parade is set to kick off in 
downtown St Cloud at 2:00 PM. Final details are being made as of 
going to press, 

Other events that will make up St. Cloud Pride Week will include 
the St. Cloud Pride Drag Show on Saturday, September 17th at 8:00 
Pm at the River’s Edge Convention Center. This a 21-and-over event. 

For those under 21, the Youth Dance Party will be held Friday, 
September 16th, starting at 5:00 PM at the Atwood Memorial Ball- 
room on the St. Cloud State University campus. After the Youth 
Dance Party on September 16th will be the All Ages Drag Show per- 
formed by the St. Cloud State Drag Troupe. 

On Tuesday, September 13, the Pride & Peace Walk: will start at 
the Great River Regional Library in St. Cloud. The walk will end at the 
Lake George/Eastman Park. 

For more information, visit www.stcpride.org. ll 
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Twin Cities Black 
Pride 


According to the Center for American Progress, African American 
LGBTQ persons are more likely to experience discrimination within 
the LGBTQ community than their white counterparts. One possible 
remedy to this and other concerns is the Minnesota People of Color 
Pride Organization, or MN POC, which was formed in 2014. 

MN POC's vision, according to its website, is “creating a new 
consciousness for the LGBTQ+ community by offering everyone a 
‘S.L.I.C.E. of Pride.” That's an abbreviation, if you can't tell by the 
periods, one which refers to Sociability, Literary, Inclusion, Charity, 
and Education. MN POC's year-round purpose has been to serve the 
underserved, championing HIV health, engaging in civic work, and 
ceaselessly pursuing equity and equality. 

Another way that MN POC serves the underserved is to put on 
its own festival, in conjunction with its big sister, Twin Cities Pride. 
The theme of 2022's version is “Black Magic Weekend: A Summer of 
Soul"...which probably prohibits an appearance from Pat Boone, for 
good or for ill. On Aug. 18 through August 21, this festival recognizes 
and celebrates inclusion within LGBTQ- communities and cultural tra- 
ditions, the diversity within diversity. 


Like the lady sawed (or S.L.I.C.E.d) in half, the Twin Cities Black 
Pride Festival can be appreciated in several places over the course 
of the magic's duration. Please consult the crystal ball known as the 
event's website for the most up-to-date doings. 

www.mnpocpride.org. Ii 


West Saint Paul Pride 
Pride in the Park 


BY CONLAN CARTER 


West Saint Paul Pride will take place on Saturday, July 9th at the 
West Saint Paul Sports Complex. The complex is located at the inter- 
section of Wentworth Aveuue East and Oakdale Avenue. The event 
starts at 11:00 AM and runs until 4:00 PM. 

West Saint Paul Pride, started as a crowd-funded picnic in 2019 to 
celebrate the inclusive and LGBTQ--friendly city of West St. Paul, is 
back again! Previous iterations have included food vendors, music, 
and silent auctions. 

Other events that will be part of West Saint Paul Pride includes the 
POUND for PRIDE event being held on Saturday, July 9th at 9:30am. 
This is a pre-pride workout class designed for all fitness levels. The 
invitation is to *come celebrate PRIDE month with rockin' pounding 
music, big time laughs, and a sweaty good workout! Stay to celebrate 
West Saint Paul Pride 2022 with our community!" 

There are plenty of things to do in this suburb south of Saint Paul. 
The best local places to visit in and around West Saint Paul are the 
Black Hart located near Allianz Field, Camp Bar in downtown Saint 
Paul, the Happy Gnome, W.A. Frost Restaurant, Cafe Astoria, and Rice 
Park in downtown Saint Paul. 

More details are still forthcoming for 2022, and to stay on top of 
news about the event, follow the West Saint Paul Pride Festival event 
on Facebook. You can also log on to their website at www.wsppride. 
com. ll 
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AN SUV THAT'SJUST 
RIGHT—FOR YQU. 


a 
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Whether you opt for the extra cargo room of the 5-seater 2022 Volkswagen Tiguan or the 
smart and versatile fun of the 2022 Taos, you'll find loads of helpful features designed to 
make every moment behind the wheel easier. And the best place to find one? Volkswagen of 
Inver Grove, of course, where we deliver on our promises of: 


* Limited Lifetime Powertrain Warranty - protection for your vehicle's essential systems for life. 
* You Can't Buy the Wrong Vehicle — 7-day money-back guarantee and 30-day exchange on most pre-owned vehicles. 
* One Low Price. Plain and Simple. Always. - you get our best price in writing, with never a need to negotiate. 


The 2022 VW Tiguan with a starting MSRP of $26,490* and Taos with a starting 
MSRP of $23,495*. 
VISIT VOLKSWAGEN OF INVER GROVE AND TEST DRIVE ONE TODAY. 


*Price excludes destination, taxes, title, other options, and dealer charges. Dealer sets actual price. Limitations apply, See dealer for details. 


vwinvergrove.com | 651.552.9100 
494 & S. Robert Trail, Inver Grove Heights 
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Being a favorite vehicle of ours, we often wonder whether we should 
modify it. Not like an WRX STi, but something more rugged. Perhaps 
on the cusp of wanting to take it beyond the dirt road to the cabin by 
the lake. 

Well, someone at Subaru have been noticing how their owners have 
been modifying their Foresters towards making them more off-road 
ready. They looked at their current Forester and thought "if we raised 
the ground clearance by 0.5-inches, would that make a difference." 

They not only raised the ground clearance, Subaru went a bit further. 
They gave it all-terrain tires, a set of smaller 17-inch wheels, an enhanced 
X-Mode with a lower ratio and additional traction settings, extra cladding 
everywhere, a skid plate underneath, and water repellent seating. 

The sum of all of this is called the 2022 Subaru Forester Wilderness. 

What I just described is Subaru's way to add more ruggedness to 
their key models - not just the Forester. You can get the Wilderness trim 
in the Outback, as well. 

The Forester Wilderness might be a better package. Think of why 
you would choose a Forester over an Outback. I know, it's a tough deci- 
sion among loyal LGBTQ Subaru owners. We love them both - and have 
plenty of reasons to justify what we own. 

The Forester does offer better interior space, as mentioned before. 
It is roomier and comfortable for four-to-five humans - plus pets. It can 
take up to 69.1 cubic feet of space with the rear seats down. Although, 
the 26.9 cubic feet of cargo space with the rear seats up is more than ad- 
equate for weekends away at the cabin — or that run to REI or Cabella's 
for goodies to take up there. 

For power, Subaru's 185-horsepower 2.5-liter BOXER (horizontally 
opposed) four-cylinder engine is quite a strong performer. You do not 
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need a turbocharger to do what most Forester Wilderness owners will 
do - go somewhere. Combined with the continuously variable transmis- 
sion and Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive system, the Forester is designed 
to get through the toughest of winters and the nastiest of storms. 

With the Wilderness, the added dimension of the dual-function X- 
Mode and its Low Speed/Low Ratio Gradient Control helps to manage 
alot more conditions over the average Forester. The X-Mode controller 
now includes additional traction settings for snow - including deep snow 
— dirt, and mud. These setting enable the system to allow for additional 
wheel slip to power through adverse conditions. 

To make things more livable in these adverse conditions, the Forest- 
er Wilderness rides on a higher ground clearance at 9.2 inches — up from 
8.7 inches in normal Foresters. A half-an-inch might not appear to be a 
huge improvement, but it does matter when you're traversing rougher 
road surfaces and washed our trails. The Forester Wilderness adds a 
front skid plate to protect the engine area from below. 

Subaru also redesigned the front and rear bumpers of the Forester 
Wilderness by adding additional protective cladding and to improve the 
angle of approach and departure. To some, it might not be a looker. But, 
if you care about how your vehicle will perform away from the highway, 
it might the most beautiful part of the Forester Wilderness. 

'To finish up the Forester Wilderness exterior and functional package 


is a set of 17-inch matte black finished alloy wheels. They wear a set of 
Yokohama GEOLANDAR alkterrain tires. Some may like the look of a 
larger wheel and a lower sidewall, but one should be cognizant when you 
scratch them up in some deep rut - or on the curb outside your favorite 
restaurant. 

This ruggedized Subaru Forester may look like its ready to go any- 
where you point it to. But, does it really do the job? 

In short, “yes.” 

If you want to see how the Forester Wilderness work, find a dirt or 
gravel road, and twist the X-Mode knob to either Snow/Dirt or Deep 
Snow/Mud. Depending on the conditions you are driving in, the X-Mode 
works. It gets the Forester Wilderness through no matter what you put 
it on. 

If there is a reason why the Subaru Forester is so popular with LG- 
BTQ motorists, take a seat and look out front, back, and all around. 
While its competitors were designed with sleeker glass area and rakish 
rear rooflines, the Forester has the best outward all-around vision in its 
class. The rear window is huge, the blind spots are very visible, and the 
beltline - the area where the glass meets the side of the body — is lower. 
All of this makes a world of difference. 

Read more, log on to lavendermagazine.com W 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly non- 
profit organizations. To reserve your 
listing in Community Connection, 
Call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

WWN.Gliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 

run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Museum of Russian Art 

Explore Russian art, music & culture 
through exhibitions & live events. The only 
one of its kind in the U.S. 

5500 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55419 

(612) 821-9045 

www.tmora.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


The Cowles Center for Dance & the 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


Zephyr Theatre 

The Zephyr Theatre presents a unique 
experience through professional 
theatrical, musical, and educational 
events. 

601 Main St. N. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 571-2444 
www:stillwaterzephyrtheatre.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


(HAGENS 2422 ) 


Estimates 7am-4:30pm All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


26th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls » 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


GUN SHOPS 


RENT 
ond 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter- Hudson - Fargo 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


BILLSGS.COM 


Fitness With Compassion 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
» weight loss 
cardio training 


e women and 
senior fitness 


e muscle mass 
and strength 


Will McDon 


certified personal ti 


HOME SERVICES 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


(2 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 
CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 


ICENSED AND INSI 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


e£ 


Davina Baldwin 
763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 
www.davinabaldwin.com 


Davina M. Baldwin 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home : Life 


* Relocations to the 
Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 
Office: (612) 781-3454 


Cell: (612) 267-7696 
www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com 


LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
Gardening Angel 
Garden Design 
Design - Install - Maintain 
Residential & Commercial 


i A f N EU 
b. 612.206.7089 4 
[groetmanngelénz matt. com ) 


REAL ESTATE 


LAUNERT 


612-802-2527 * malindalaunert.com 


Serving the community for 25* years! 


a a io 
COLDWELL BANKER Live Wel.. invest Wisely! Y 
nwalker@cbrealty.com 


612.827.9537 —— 
TheNancyWalkerTeam.com 


Edina Realty. 


DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION 
Brian Sajadi 
REALTOR® 
952-529-1797 (cell) 
BrianSajadi@edinarealty.com E 1 
www.edinarealty.com/brian-sajadi-realtor 


ey 


‘TIMBER: CREEK 


9750 COUNTY RD. 24 
S WATERTOWN,MN55388 — 
Call or book online. 952-955-3600 


WWW.TIMBERCREEKGOLFMN.COM 


% 
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OUR VOICES | SKIRTING THE ISSUES 


Norfolk, NE 


BY ELLEN KRUG 


My very first Pride event was in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, in 2004, when I was freshly out, and naively 
believed that I was a gay man with a rabid panty 
fetish. (Boy did I get that wrong; it turned out 
that while I love men, it's only if I can do that as 
a woman!) 

In Cedar Rapids, on a sweltering June day, 
there were maybe fifteen booths and at most fifty 
people in a downtown park. Yet, it was something 
real when being visible still wasn't common or 
necessarily safe, and when realness was all that 
mattered. 

Three years ago, I spoke at the Grand Marais 
Pride event. Before my talk, I joined thirty or so 
queer people and allies as they waved rainbow 
flags and carried signs for a "parade" through 
the town's business district. Thankfully, there 
was nary a negative car horn honk or even a con- 
demning look along the entire parade route. 

More recently, I discovered what I consider 
to be the most organized, best networked Pride 
group in any small town in America. 

Its location? 

Norfolk, Nebraska, population 24,955. 

Yes, that's right, the most dynamic small town 
Pride organization I’ve ever encountered is in no- 
where Nebraska, in a town that's only reachable 
by windy two-lane roadways. 

And yet, Norfolk Area Pride (NAP) is rocking 
it. 

NAP was founded three years ago by a phy- 
sician, David Cockrum, a former U.S. Air Force 
colonel and operational commander who had the 
distinction of being the highest-ranking Air Force 
service member in a same-sex marriage. After his 
military service, David landed in Norfolk to work 
at the local hospital. 

David's inspiration to found NAP came when 
he and his husband took part in the 50th Stone- 
wall Pride celebrations in New York City. David 
was overwhelmed with its atmosphere of accep- 
tance and joy, and he returned to Norfolk deter- 
mined to create a Pride organization that included 
LGBTQ people and other marginalized humans. 

Within short order, David and several vol- 
unteers had NAP up and running. Despite the 
pandemic, the organization hosted its first Pride 
event last fall, where it attracted nearly 800 at- 
tendees, many of whom weren't LGBTQ. 

Itwas because of NAP's focus on both LGBTQ 
folks and the community at large that I recently 
spent time in Norfolk, where I presented my Gray 
Area Thinking(? human inclusivity training twice. 
The stint also included giving a "Transgender 
101" talk at the local community college, which 
had partnered with NAP to bring me to town. 

Several things set NAP apart from any other 
Pride group I have ever encountered. For one, 
they were darn organized. A week before I was 
set to arrive, they forwarded not one, but two itin- 
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eraries—one for the day and a half that I would be 
presenting and another one for where I'd be stay- 
ing (with contact/credit card information) and 
the location of the two McDonald's restaurants in 
town. (Ah, regrettably, I'm a fast-food junkie with 
McDonald's fish sandwiches and cheeseburgers 
as my drugs of choice.) 

More importantly, I arrived at the city's very 
modern public library forty-five minutes early to 
find a team of volunteers ensconced in a large 
conference room with fifty printed attendee nam- 
etags—including the businesses or organizations 
they represented—alphabetically organized and 
awaiting recipient. 

On the other side of the room was a table of 
delightful finger food and desert—professionally 
arranged and quite enticing, created by a volun- 
teer who obviously merited her own restaurant 
chain. 

This wasn’t a hack operation one bit. The 
room was set with fifty chairs, each having a flyer 
perfectly positioned on seat center for absolute 
symmetry. Someone was quite neurotic about 
that, but for a perfectionist like me, the image 
was nirvana. 

Most of all, the NAP folks did their homework 
by spending countless hours networking to invite 
as many "important" people from the city as pos- 
sible. The hard work paid off with two full house 
events that had the city's mayor, its fire chief and 
lieutenant, and two seventy-something nuns from 
a local monastery in attendance. Business lead- 
ers, educators, health care professionals, and a 
therapist also showed up for a wonderful mix of 
humanity. 

In other words, NAP very astutely under- 
stands that to succeed in small town America, a 
Pride organization must be inclusive of everyone. 
That’s something that I simply adore about the 
NAP team—they're working to break all kinds of 
barriers. 

If we're going to win the fight for accep- 
tance—for a place at the table—we need to have 
a chair for everyone who's never been invited to 
the meal. 

And that's really the point, right? 

There are thousands of small towns in Amer- 
ica—other “nowheres”—that would benefit from 
studying and then replicating NAP’s model. I’m 
thankful that I had the opportunity to work with 
such a first-rate group of people! 

It’s simply so wonderful to see queer people 
succeed! ll 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug, the author of Getting to Ellen: 

A Memoir about Love, Honesty and Gender Change, 
speaks and trains on diversity and inclusion topics; 
visit www.elliekrug.com where you can also sign-up for 
her monthly e-newsletter, The Ripple. She welcomes 
your comments at ellenkrugwriter(agmail.com. 
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Who Asked 
You? 


BY JAMEZ L. SMITH 


Being this old 
this broken 
Is a blessing 


And exhausting 


Dismiss my tears 
Condemn me 


Misread my smile 
Deny me 


Project your fears 
Reject me 


You've not the slightest clue 
Can't hear my truth 
Much less know it 


Blind to it 
From the start 


You can tell no one 
Who they are 

Who they should be 
What they are 

Or aren't 

Stop it 


Just stop 


Iam 
Always been 
Will always be 


Manifest by choice 


My choice 
Not by your permission 


I exist 
Not by your grace 


Your opinion 

Of my experience 
Irritates 

Is irreverent 
Irrelevant 

And unrequested li 


VENIURE 


te 
BOOM ISLAND - MAY 21 - 12-6 


May 21 at Boom Island 


Meet vendors who specialize in outdoor activities, 
play some games, have a beer, dance on the 


outdoor dance floor, and watch a drag show! inn 
DJ QueenDuin: 1-6 pm - 


MISSISSIPPI PARK 


Hot Pink Drag Show: 4-6 pm bra 


MIKAH MEYER 


hgh. = —— Participate in the 


112522 — SK Rainbow Run or a 
Slow Roll bike ride to 


start your day! 


al 


PRIDE 


TWIN CITIES 
Families are encouraged to attend this FREE event. Colebning 50 (fans 
For more information visit tepride.org 1972-2022 
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Financial guidance from 


Happy Pride ... 
come by our booth 


someone who gets you and say hello. 


Rochester Pride 
Getting your finances in order isn't always easy. That's why Saturday, May 21 
we're here. Together, we can assess your financial picture and 
personalize your strategy to: 


East Central MN Pride 


Saturday, June 4 
e Protect your future. 


e Save and prepare for income in retirement. 
e Pay for college or education expenses. 

* |nvest and manage your assets. 

e Give to causes that matter to you. 


Twin Cities Pride 
Saturday, June 25 and 
Sunday, June 26 


We know you have unique financial priorities—thats why we 
provide different options for working together. 


; ETHISPHERE" 

Let's connect to get you where you want to go on your path WORLD'S MOST 

towards financial clarity. ETHICAL 
COMPANIES" 
2012-2021 

Interested in a career where you can bring your full self to work Thrivent was named anaofiha tems 

each day? Our team is growing. Contact Travis Busch at Most Ethical Companies" by the 

travis.busch@thrivent.com for more information. Ethisphere Institute 10 years in a row. 


"World's Most Ethical Companies" and "Ethisphere" names and marks are registered trademarks of Ethisphere LLC. For details, visit 
worldsmostethicalcompanies.com/honorees. 


Thrivent is the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Insurance products issued by Thrivent. Not available in all states. Securities and 
investment advisory services offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., a registered investment adviser, member FINRA and SIPC, and a 
subsidiary of Thrivent. Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent. Registered representative of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. Advisory services available 
through investment adviser representatives only. Thrivent.com/disclosures. 

4715563.1 


